a Municipality

4.5 Environmental Challenges. The
balance

4.5.1 Waste. Cover or burn

In the previous sections, we have analysed some of the challenges we face as a
society, such as environmental pollution, waste management, overexploitation of
resources and water scarcity. In order to balance the scales, there is a need for a

radical shift towards a greener future.

Planet Earth faces an unprecedented environmental challenge: achieving sustainable
balance. Human activity has had a profound impact on the environment, causing
problems such as climate change, pollution, loss of biodiversity and depletion of

natural resources.

Sustainable balance is
defined as a state in which
human activity meets its
present needs without
compromising the planet’s
ability to meet the needs
of future generations. In
other words, it is about R

living in harmony with

nature.

In the following, we will try to give some strategies that could be implemented in

the different challenges discussed in the previous sections, in order to achieve a

sustainable balance.
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- What would be the “ideal” situation for the Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) problem?:

TREAT OMN ASSETS TO MAXIMIZE LIFE, RESOURCE
o TAKE LEADERSHIP FOR A CERCULAR ECONOMY UTHLIZATION AND RECYELING

TRANSITION EXISITING BUSINESS MODELS TO

CIRCULAR ALTERMATIVES o INCREASE CPRCULAR PROCUREMENTS

DEVELOP PRODUCT AND SERVICE PORTFOLIC FOR WORK TOWARDS BUSINESS CONDITIONS THAT FOSTER
CIRCULAR MODELS CIRCULARITY

CONVERT TO REGENERATIVE PROCESSES, PRODUCTION COLLABORATE UF, DOWN AND ACROSS WALUE CHAIN
TO MAXIMIZE CIRCULARITY

PREQRATIZE TECHMOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AND DATA-
DRIVEN CIRCLALAR ECONOMY

- What should mobility look like?:

Mobility is a basic need for human and economic development. However, the current
mobility model, based on the excessive use of the private car, is generating serious

environmental, social and economic problems.

The mobility of the future must be sustainable, accessible, equitable and safe. It

must be based on the following principles:

Plan for sustainable - [ Define a long-term
mability in the entire n | ? vision and a clear
“functional city" implementation plan

Cooperate ) o-ro Develop all transpaort
across institutional - le P modes in an
boundaries = integrated manner

and stakeholders and evaluation

Involve citizens - !i‘ . Arrange for moniloring
i+

Assess current and
future performance
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- How can we transition to clean energy?:

The transition to clean energy involves moving away from energy production from
sources that emit a large amount of greenhouse gases, such as fossil fuels, to sources
that emit little or no greenhouse gases. One solution would be to develop and use
renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, geothermal and hydropower to reduce
our dependence on fossil fuels, and to implement measures to improve energy efficiency

in buildings, industry and transport.

Principles for
Policymaking in

the Energy
Transition

R
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- How can we improve water management globally?:

Water is a vital resource for life on Earth. However, global water management faces
many challenges, such as water scarcity, pollution, climate change and increasing

demand.
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